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Bittersweet News
Greetings to
my church family
at St. Mark’s! I have
bittersweet news
to share with you.
During this time
that we’ve been
apart because of the
coronavirus, I have
graduated from seminary and accepted a call to
a two-point parish in southwestern Minnesota.
I will be serving Bethany Lutheran Church
in Storden, and Trinity Lutheran Church in
Jeffers, two congregations only 7 miles apart
in a very rural area of the state. I traveled to
Minnesota a couple of weeks ago to interview
with their call committee, and lead worship for
them, and both congregations have now voted
unanimously to call me as their pastor. I am
overjoyed, but also filled with sadness.
I had truly hoped to stay here with
you at St. Mark’s, and I even transferred my
membership here to make it official. But God
has other plans for me. And so, I find myself in
a difficult position, feeling the Lord’s calling in
an exciting new direction, but already missing
the congregation I must leave behind. It means
so much that you have opened your doors and
your lives to me over these past 15 months. I’m
honored to have shared so deeply in the highs
and lows of your lives, leading worship for you,
teaching you, and praying with you. You may
not be seminary professors, but you have done
tremendous good in helping to train a pastor,
nonetheless. I am blessed beyond measure to get
to know you as I have, and to have been your
intern here at St. Mark’s.

May the Lord continue to bless St. Mark’s
with opportunities to serve in his kingdom,
and bless each and every one of you with the
abundance of his mercy and grace. As our paths
diverge now, please know how much I love and
will miss you all!
					Jennifer

Plans for Reopening
With the safety of St. Mark’s and the
entire Rowan community in mind, we offer
this process for reopening the St. Mark’s
sanctuary for worship. Those who think they
should wait even longer before coming back to
our sanctuary should certainly use their own
judgment. No one is to be judged for following
their conscience.
1. When North Carolina fully (100%
seating) reopens restaurants to inside dining,
the St. Mark’s Council will watch to see if the
reopening of restaurants has caused adverse
risk to the population in Rowan County.
Specifically, if the coronavirus trend remains flat
or lessens two weeks after reopening restaurants,
we will reopen our sanctuary the following
Sunday.
2. We will only open up for Worship. There
will be no Sunday School, meals, or committee
meetings until this first step of reopening for
worship has been evaluated by Council.
3. The pews in the Main sanctuary will
be wiped down with disinfectant before and
following worship.
4. All interior doors (except for restrooms)
will be blocked open (including the doors to
the sanctuary). Those door knobs and handles,
nonetheless, will be disinfected before and after

worship.
5. Restrooms will be sanitized before and
after the service. Of course, we strongly urge
washing hands before leaving the restroom.
6. Every third pew will be blocked off on
each side of the sanctuary, with alternate pews
open on the opposite side of the sanctuary.
7. Greeters and ushers will wear a mask and
only verbalize a greeting. There will be no handshaking or hugs. We urge congregants to wear
masks, but not gloves. In place of gloves, we
urge the use of hand sanitizer placed throughout
the church.
8. Only those who reside in a house
together are to sit in the same pew. It does
not matter where you have always sat, or with
whom you have always sat. If you reside in
the home with only one other person, you
may sit with that person, and no others,
during worship. If you live in the home by
yourself, safety dictates that you sit in a pew
by yourself until we may better understand the
consequences of our meeting at all.
9. The elements of Holy Communion will
be prepared by the pastor, using strict hygienic
procedure for your safety.
10. Ushers will not be used during Holy
Communion. The Pastor will direct the
congregation to come forward one pew at a
time.
11. As one pew (one house group) comes
forward, there is no need for social distancing,
as these are those persons with whom you live
in the home. A bottle of hand sanitizer will be
placed in the aisle for you to use as you come
forward to receive Communion.
12. The Pastor will have no assistants
during Holy Communion. He will have used
hand sanitizer just prior to administering the
elements of Holy Communion.
13. The bread will be received into one
flattened (not cupped) single hand, the cup
received by the other hand. The bread and wine
will then be eaten and drunk, standing before
the pastor. The communicant will then move to
the side of the sanctuary s/he was sitting in,

using the outside (window) aisle, taking the
empty cup to place in a receptacle a few feet
from the pastor at the head of the aisle. There
will be a receptacle on each side of the pastor.
A bottle of hand sanitizer will be placed by
each receptacle for you to use after you receive
Communion.
14. For those unable to come forward for
Holy Communion, the pastor will go to the
communicant and administer the Sacrament.
The communicant will place the used cup into a
supplied bag, seal the bag, and leave the bag on
the pew to be collected later.
15. Offering plates will be located at the
main entrances into the sanctuary. The offering
will be gathered by one person, using disposable
gloves. Those gloves will then be thrown away,
and that person’s hands washed immediately
and properly.
16. As worship concludes, pastor will recess
to his office. Worshipers will then leave the
sanctuary one pew at a time, practicing proper
distancing of six feet, as they leave the building
for their vehicles. They will then leave for their
homes. There are to be no groups gathering in
the halls, sidewalks, or parking areas.
Approved by Council, May 26, 2020

Remember
You may watch past Wednesday and
Sunday services and sermons at any time on
your church website.
www.stmarksnalc.org/services
www.stmarksnalc.org/sermons/summaries
And until we reopen, you may watch
services live on Facebook, even if you do not
have a Facebook account.
www.facebook.com/stmarksnalc
Sundays at 10:30am ET
Wednesdays at 7:30pm ET

