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From Your Council President
We all are familiar with the opening words
of the pamphlet written by Thomas Paine:
“These are the times that try men’s souls,” or
the old adage, “This too shall pass,” or possibly
the better known phrase, “It’s always darkest
just before the dawn.” Many of us may find
ourselves using a favorite inspirational quote
during these difficult times, since the words
ring true from previous times of struggle and
hardship.
The message of hope continues to be
found at St. Mark’s as an online church. The
congregation has been fortunate during these
times of “social distancing” and “stay-at-home
orders” as Pastor Ryman continued to meet
our spiritual needs via the Internet, streaming
services from his home. Members continued to
receive information via the phone tree, church
mailings, emails, and Facebook. Special efforts
were made to facilitate online tithing via the
church website. During this crisis, your church
Council submitted a formal grant application to
the NALC leadership for funding and a request
for the establishment of a NALC Candidacy
Internship that will assist with our need for
ministry after May 31, 2020.
Overall, we continued during these
difficult times to function as a congregation
and to worship, even though we weren’t able to
congregate.

Were it not for the daily reports and
updates on television, the increasing numbers of
those diagnosed with COVID-19, or the tally of
those that have succumbed to the virus, it might
have been easier to push things aside as a major
source of worry. I am not one to be drawn in by
the media’s hyperbole or the purveyors of doom
that are always in our midst. Nevertheless,
the facts are, that this crisis is to be taken very
seriously and, for many individuals in our
communities, it truly has been a matter of life
and death.
The Governor of North Carolina has
extended the stay at home order through May
8th, 2020. In his plan, the state will implement
a three-phase lifting of restrictions based on
virus trends. Emphasizing the health and safety
of people in North Carolina as a top priority, his
plan provides a roadmap for us to begin easing
restrictions in stages. It calls for a period of at
least two to three weeks after the completion of
phase one before allowing gatherings at places
such as houses of worship and entertainment
venues—and this, at a reduced capacity.
The St. Mark’s Council has met via video
and begun to develop clear, concise guidelines
for worship that will focus on keeping our
members safe. Issues such as how to conduct
offerings, Holy Communion, the passing of the
peace, and even seating will be addressed. The
goal will be to continue to follow the state and
national guidelines for vulnerable populations,

with encouragement to continue practicing
physical distancing and minimizing exposure
in settings where distancing is difficult. These
guidelines will be shared with the congregation
when we announce the date of when we will be
able to gather at St. Mark’s for worship again.
Again, we will only be able to resume services
in the St. Mark’s sanctuary once phase two is
implemented by our Governor. As of today, we
do not know what that date will be.
I know that I speak for other Council
members in saying that, in addition to the
health concerns we all face, we should focus
on caring for one another as we are able within
the bounds of social distance. This is a strange
moment in time for all of us, as we await the
Governor’s implementation of the various
phases of returning our daily lives to “normal.”
But for now, what is most important for St.
Mark’s to consider while we cannot come
together physically, is not: Have we ceased to
be a congregation? Rather, we should ask: What
kind of congregation have we proven to be?
We have proven over the past two months
that, although we are small in number, we are
a strong, faithful congregation of the North
American Lutheran Conference, and if we
continue to make responsible decisions together
in the short term, in the long run, we will
return back at St. Mark’s and worship together
once again— safely.
Stephen C. Harris
Council President

Online Services and Mailings
to Those Without Internet
Hopefully, you have not only visited St.
Mark’s new website (stmarksnalc.org), you have
done so daily since there are personal and family
devotions posted there daily. There are also
videos of the (at least) two services weekly, as
well as videos of sermons by Mark and Jennifer.
Susan and Mark will continue to livestream Sunday morning worship services at

10:30am ET, and Wednesday Services of
Evening Prayer at 7:30pm ET, both on
Facebook at https://www.facebook.com/
stmarksnalc/. These are being done from
their home in Mebane. You do not need a
Facebook account to watch. Furthermore,
these videos are then posted on your website
at https://stmarksnalc.org/services and https://
stmarksnalc.org/sermons/summaries.
Currently, there are more than two dozen
services and more than a dozen sermons on
your website. These will continue to be posted,
as Pastor Ryman has agreed to stay on with you
for 30 days beyond Governor Cooper reopening
churches for public worship.
Letters with Scripture, prayers, a sermon,
and a Search the Word puzzle are also being sent
weekly to those without Internet.

Updated Directory
An updated copy of St. Mark’s membership
directory is included with this newsletter. Please
continue to check on one another. If you need
to update your listing, please contact Pastor
Ryman. His contact information is at the top of
this letter.

Thank You!
Your faithful offerings during April were
so substantial that we are at-budget going in
to May. Please continue to support the work
of God at St. Mark’s by using the enclosed
envelope to send an offering by check to “St.
Mark’s Lutheran Church.”
There is also a “GIVE” link at the top of
the church website. It will take you to a page
where you may quickly (about a minute of your
time) set up an account with a bank processing
service called Tithely. Then you may make an
online offering, or even recurring gifts. Some of
you have already begun doing so. Please note
that you may also opt to pay the processing fee
so that your entire gift goes to St. Mark’s.

