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New HVAC Units
Recommendation
In our last newsletter, we reported how
badly the church’s two remaining HVAC units
need replacing. They are in the education and
office wing,
and cover the
area from the
sanctuary doors
through the
chapel.
New units
are required
because of an
inefficient,
dated boiler
that uses too
much gas. )
Compounding
the problem
are boiler pipes
in the floor
from the 1950s that leak when it is in operation.
Since that newsletter and its appeal for the
additional funds needed to go forward with the
replacements, we have received roughly $4,000,
and in all, $15,446.05 toward the total cost
of the project ($21,439). Thank you for your
offerings. Your Church Council has voted to
recommend to you that the remaining funds
needed ($5,992.95) be taken from our CD.
This will allow the completion of the project
prior to cold weather.
There are several things to consider in
making this proposal:
1. We have received excellent responses toward
meeting our HVAC goal from the congregation
and from individuals who are not members of

the church.
2. Winter will be fast approaching and the
contractor will need to place us on his schedule
in order to accomplish it prior to cold weather.
3. Eli Basinger, our maintenance go-to-guy,
reports that we would experience continued
high energy bills throughout the winter
by attempting to maintain this outdated,
inadequate system. Furthermore, there is
significant risk of damaged pipes from exposure
to cold weather, and then, the cost of repairs.
4. Hopefully, we will be returning to
congregational worship at St. Mark’s soon.
Completion of our HVAC project will allow
us to focus on rebuilding our membership,
developing an active community outreach,
and establishing opportunities of worship and
fellowship with New Hope Lutheran Church in
Kannapolis.
Members of Council will be calling St.
Mark’s members to get their votes on whether
or not to move forward with the HVAC project
as proposed.
If you would like to help us further with
this project, please use the enclosed envelope to
send a check made out to St. Mark’s Lutheran
Church. Reference “HVAC Fund” on the
memo line.

Homecoming

Homecoming this year was slated for
September 13th. With the NC Governor’s
next announcement of either remaining in
Phase II or moving into Phase III scheduled for
September 11th, we must sadly announce that
Homecoming 2020 is now canceled.
With no small amount of concern about
the future, we hope that Homecoming 2021
will be doable because the pandemic is over.

Plans for Reopening
We continue waiting for a green light from
our state government to fully reopen public
gathering places like churches and restaurants.
Presently, the Covid-19 numbers are still not
where we need them to be in order to reopen St.
Mark’s for worship services.
Our reopening guidelines are posted on the
church website at:
https://stmarksnalc.org/reopening
Here is a link to the NC Department of
Health and Human Services Covid-19 website
that your Church Council uses to ascertain
when it may be safest for us to gather again:
https://covid19.ncdhhs.gov/dashboard

Parish and Pastor
Steve Harris, Council President, and a
couple of other representatives of Council
have been working with our mission region
and district in the North American Lutheran
Church (NALC) to get a new Interim Pastor for
St. Mark’s. In that process, it was suggested that
St. Mark’s and New Hope Lutheran Church
in Kannapolis, come together as a two-point
parish, sharing the expenses of one pastor.
Three pastors were offered. Both
congregational Councils declined those
proposals. However, further conversations with
Pastor Ryman have resulted in his willingness to
help both congregations through the pandemic,
doing for New Hope what he has been doing
for St. Mark’s during these strange times. This
will enable the two churches to be able to
afford pastoral care, as even the two churches
combining resources are unable to pay the
typical expenses of a pastor.
During the pandemic, that pastoral
care will include Pastor Ryman continuing
to create and mail weekly worship letters to
both congregations’ members who are without
Internet access, as well as a newsletter sent to
both memberships. A single, shared, online
worship service will be conducted on Sunday
mornings, as well as a prayer service on

Wednesday evenings. Pastor will continue being
on-call for funerals, as well as working behind
the scenes with both Council presidents.
When the shelter-in-place policy is lifted,
Pastor Ryman will do a worship service for St.
Mark’s and for New Hope on Sunday mornings.
Worship times may need to be adjusted.
Additionally, he will come to the area one day
for St. Mark’s visitation, and another day for
New Hope visitation. He will meet monthly
with both churches’ Councils, so long as those
meetings are held on a day when he is in the
area for visitation. The matters of a two-point
parish and sharing Pastor Ryman with New
Hope will also be discussed with each member
when Council calls about the HVAC project.

Mission Stimulus
Recently, the Carolinas Mission Region of
the NALC sent $160 mission stimulus checks to
each of its congregations. The idea was that each
church use the money for mission, however they
saw fit, and that this would get them thinking
about missions. With a match of that amount
offered from two members if St. Mark’s would
match it too, Council voted to do so in support
of Naomi’s Heart Mission in the Philippines.
The total amount being sent from St. Mark’s
is $480, which will allow Naomi’s Heart to
serve 5,760 meals to children at the mission
compound and in the surrounding villages. The
food they serve is a fortified rice porridge called
lugaw—besides feeding them from the Word of
God. http://stmarksnalc.org/naomis-heart

And Again...
Watch services on your church website:
https://stmarksnalc.org/worship-services
You may also watch live services, Sundays
at 10:30am ET and Wednesdays at 7:30pm,
even without a Facebook account.
https://facebook.com/stmarksnalc
Susan and Pastor Mark will be on vacation
the week of September 13th, so there will be no
services on the 13th and 16th.

