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New HVAC Units
Desperately Needed
There are two HVAC units that still need
replacing in the church building. They are in the
education and office wing, and cover the area
from the sanctuary doors through the chapel.
These
new units are
required because
of an inefficient,
dated boiler
that uses too
much gas.
Compounding
the problem are
boiler pipes in
the floor from
1950s that leak
when it is in
operation.
Currently,
our HVAC
fund contains
more half the
money needed
to replace these
two units. We were quoted $21,439.00 in
February of this year. The price may have gone
up by now. Regardless, it will soon enough, so
we need to raise the additional funds to get the
work done before cold weather or the price goes
up — whichever comes first.
There is $11,550.37 in the fund, leaving
a balance needed of $9,888.63. If you would
like to help us with this project, please use the
enclosed envelope to send a check made out to
St. Mark’s Lutheran Church. Reference “HVAC
Fund” on the memo line.

Homecoming

Wouldn’t it be terrific if we could have
Homecoming this year on September 13th? At
this point, it is anybody’s guess as to where we
will be with a pandemic weighing upon every
aspect of our lives.
Having a virtual Homecoming will be out
of the question — at least the potluck part of
it. So, let’s hope the August newsletter has some
good news about reopening St. Mark’s.

Plans for Reopening
We continue to wait for a green light from
our state government. The Covid-19 numbers
are encouraging in some respects, but not where
we need them to be in order to reopen St.
Mark’s for worship services.
Our reopening guidelines are as follows:
1. When North Carolina fully (100%
seating) reopens restaurants to inside dining,
the St. Mark’s Council will watch to see if the
reopening of restaurants has caused adverse
risk to the population in Rowan County.
Specifically, if the coronavirus trend remains flat
or lessens two weeks after reopening restaurants,
we will reopen our sanctuary the following
Sunday.
2. We will only open up for Worship. There
will be no Sunday School, meals, or committee
meetings until this first step of reopening for
worship has been evaluated by Council.
3. The pews in the Main sanctuary will
be wiped down with disinfectant before and
following worship.
4. All interior doors (except for restrooms)
will be blocked open (including the doors to
the sanctuary). Those door knobs and handles,
nonetheless, will be disinfected before and after

worship.
5. Restrooms will be sanitized before and
after the service. Of course, we strongly urge
washing hands before leaving the restroom.
6. Every third pew will be blocked off on
each side of the sanctuary, with alternate pews
open on the opposite side of the sanctuary.
7. Greeters and ushers will wear a mask and
only verbalize a greeting. There will be no handshaking or hugs. We urge congregants to wear
masks, but not gloves. In place of gloves, we
urge the use of hand sanitizer placed throughout
the church.
8. Only those who reside in a house
together are to sit in the same pew. It does
not matter where you have always sat, or with
whom you have always sat. If you reside in the
home with only one other person, you may
sit with that person, and no others, during
worship. If you live in the home by yourself,
safety dictates that you sit in a pew by yourself
until we better understand the consequences of
our meeting at all.
9. The elements of Holy Communion will
be prepared by the pastor, using strict hygienic
procedure for your safety.
10. Ushers will not be used during Holy
Communion. The Pastor will direct the
congregation to come forward one pew at a
time.
11. As one pew (one house group) comes
forward, there is no need for social distancing,
as these are those persons with whom you live
in the home. A bottle of hand sanitizer will be
placed in the aisle for you to use as you come
forward to receive Communion.
12. The Pastor will have no assistants
during Holy Communion. He will have used
hand sanitizer just prior to administering the
elements of Holy Communion.
13. The bread will be received into one
flattened (not cupped) single hand, the cup
received by the other hand. The bread and wine
will then be eaten and drunk, standing before
the pastor. The communicant will then move to
the side of the sanctuary s/he was

sitting in, using the outside (window) aisle,
taking the empty cup to place in a receptacle a
few feet from the pastor at the head of the aisle.
There will be a receptacle on each side of the
pastor. A bottle of hand sanitizer will be placed
by each receptacle for you to use after you
receive Communion.
14. For those unable to come forward for
Holy Communion, the pastor will go to the
communicant and administer the Sacrament.
The communicant will place the used cup into a
supplied bag, seal the bag, and leave the bag on
the pew to be collected later.
15. Offering plates will be located at the
main entrances into the sanctuary. The offering
will be gathered by one person, using disposable
gloves. Those gloves will then be thrown away,
and that person’s hands washed immediately
and properly.
16. As worship concludes, pastor will recess
to his office. Worshipers will then leave the
sanctuary one pew at a time, practicing proper
distancing of six feet, as they leave the building
for their vehicles. They will then leave for their
homes. There are to be no groups gathering in
the halls, sidewalks, or parking areas.
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Lastly
Remember that you may watch past
Wednesday and Sunday services on your church
website...
www.stmarksnalc.org/services/summaries
...and you may watch services live on Facebook,
even if you do not have a Facebook account.
www.facebook.com/stmarksnalc
Sundays 10:30am • Wednesdays 7:30pm
The services, include the liturgy, a hymn,
prayers, Scripture readings, and a sermon, are
led by Susan and Pastor Ryman from their
home in Mebane.

